PROCEEDINGS OF THE FIRST INTERNATIONAL 
CHITON SYMPOSIUM 


A small meeting of chiton workers was held in conjunction with the annual 
American Malacological Union meeting which was held in Key West, Florida 
several years ago. Asan outgrowth of the Key West meeting it was decided to hold 
a symposium related specifically to the biology of chitons. Thus, the First 
International Chiton Symposium was held at the South Australian Museum in 
Adelaide from 1 to 6 December 1991. Chiton workers are few in number 
worldwide, so the symposium was always going to be small. This has the advantage 
of allowing every participant the chance to attend all of the activities and meet all of 
the other delegates. There were 24 participants at the meeting, 11 from overseas. 
With the papers read from several scientists who could not attend in person, there 
was a wide participation among chiton workers. 


A total of 22 papers was presented either verbally or through posters. These 
covered the entire range of chiton biology and were arranged into sessions dealing 
with paleontology, ecology, biogeography and systematics, physiology and 
structure, and museum collections. There was ample time for discussion of the 
papers, which enabled the participants to explore many of the aspects in detail. 
Pre-symposium field trips were held to local fossil beds and the post-symposium 
field work was in marine environments. 


The South Australian Museum is one of the oldest in Australia, and has an 
extensive collection of historically important molluscan types. Among these are a 
number of chitons. In recent years there has been an emphasis on building up a 
collection of preserved material, and the general collection is in an excellent state, 
housed ina new building. The collections were open to the participants, and there 
was time to examine both preserved and living chitons. This could be done in 
conjunction with a colleague from a very different part of the world, allowing an 
excellent opportunity for the exchange of observations. 


Ms. K. L. Gowlett-Holmes, the collections manager of the Dept. of Marine 
Invertebrates at the Museum, was the driving force behind the Symposium and its 
success was a result of her enthusiasm and organizational ability — she did an 
excellent job! Karen was ably helped by the Curator of Marine Invertebrates, Mr. 
Wolfgang Zeidler. The Malacological Society of South Australia generously 
hosted an evening barbecue, featuring kangaroo meat, on the first evening, and 
helped out throughout the conference. Mr. and Mrs. Curnow were very diligent in 
helping with an endless stream of questions and chores during the meeting. With 
the work these people and others put into the symposium, the First International 
Chiton Symposium was an unqualified success. As a result of this, a second 
symposium will be held within a few years, though the date and venue have not yet 
been decided. 


